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in particular." He adds, "By group parayers and the like it in-
stilled the will power to do work. It raised them to a new level
of consciousness and inspired them to do service."^ The social
aspect of bhakti movements can not be neglected altogether.

The role of various centres of learning in producing great men,
who contributed to the different disciplines of knowledge and
literature is relevant. They have an important part in the social and
cultural development of the people. As Dr.K.Kunjunni Raja ob-
serves, ' The Kotunallur (Cranganore) was one of the most important
seats of learning in the nineteenth century A.D., it produced several
scholars who specialised in different Sastras.... The literary contribu-
tion from the members of the family is considerable."32 He mentions
the names ofRamavarman, Koccunni Tampuran (1856-1926) and
Kunnikkuttan Tampuran (1865-1913) in this context. Vazhakunnam
too had studied Jyotishafrom ValiyaKoccunni Tampuran residing at
Kodungallur.^

The famous historian A. Sreedharamenon observes,34'The all
India reform movements like the Ramakrishna mission, the Theo-
sophical society and the Arysamaj helped to create in the minds
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